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It would be a normal day that
finds MPs leaping from the
conflicting global models of
Covid-19 infection to regional
plans to support electric cars,
from post-Brexit national food
safety rules to post-16 literacy
rates in their constituency.
Parliament acts both to scrutinise decisions on
behalf of voters and as an early warning system
of how those decisions are affecting the country.
This is why Evidence Week in Parliament 2020 will
be opened by community groups and constituents
leading a discussion on how well-equipped
Parliament is to use and challenge evidence
in the 21st century.

With research partners from across the country,
we are joining some of the best expertise on the
cutting edge of research with the questions that
people all over the UK are asking, to produce two
days of 3-minute briefings for MPs and peers on
how to cut through the evidence. (And a special
Friday session for parliamentary staff, to help them
find new techniques to quickly understand complex
evidence derived from data science.)
Evidence Week in Parliament 2020 would have
been easy to postpone. Bringing its dynamism
to a virtual platform has been a huge undertaking,
but all of us – outside Parliament and in – know
that MPs equipped with the evidence to tackle the
problems ahead of us are what we depend on.
Tracey Brown
Director, Sense about Science

“As SNP Spokesperson on Climate Change
I realise the importance of understanding the
science and using this to engage with the wider
public. To achieve net zero, we need to create
solutions that are understandable, affordable
and appear logical. This is important for everyday
activities such as transport and the energy
and heating we use. Activities such as Evidence
week are part of this wider process of science
and engagement.”
A L A N B R O W N M P, S N P

“I think Evidence Week is really important –
we politicians often seem to shoot from the hip.”
R U P A H U Q M P, L A B O U R

“As MPs we have a responsibility to be across the
latest evidence so we can effectively represent our
constituents and scrutinise government. I welcome
Evidence Week in UK Parliament as an essential
opportunity to come together with constituents
and researchers to have frank conversations about
evidence in policy.”
A L A N W H I T E H E A D M P, C O N S E R V AT I V E S

“Getting experts in front of the Committee to
provide us with the evidence we need to make
recommendations to Government is crucial. Not
only do we need the facts they can provide, but
also the opportunity to scrutinise and understand
the evidence provided, to evaluate it and assess
its value in policy making.”
C A R O L I N E N O K E S M P, C O N S E R V AT I V E S
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All Evidence Week events will be available to take part in through
the online platform. To sign up to join Evidence Week MPs, peers,
and parliamentary staff should register at bit.ly/evidence-week-mps.
OPENING EVENT
Monday 16 November, 5 – 6.30pm
Join Evidence Week online and head to the schedule to watch live.
LIVE EXHIBITION
Tuesday 17 November, 12 – 4pm
Wednesday 18 November, 12 – 4pm
Join Evidence Week online and go to the 3 minute briefings
at any time during the exhibition.

PROGRAMME

WEBINARS: USING SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE
FO R EFFEC TIVE P O LI C Y MAK I N G A N D S CRU TI N Y
Register at https://bit.ly/evidence-webinars
POST: Understanding research evidence
Tuesday 17 November, 1 – 1.30pm
ONS: Use of Data science during Covid-19
Tuesday 17 November, 3.30 – 4pm
Ipsos MORI: Using behavioral science to make policies more effective
Wednesday 18 November, 2 – 2.30pm
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U S I N G S C I E N T I F I C E V I D E N C E , R E S E A R C H D ATA
AND RESOURCES TO SUPPORT YOUR MP
Register at http://bit.ly/ew-staff
Friday 20 November, 1 – 3.30pm

OPENING EVENT
Evidence Week in UK Parliament will be opened on 16th November
by constituents and community groups. They will be putting their
questions to MPs and committee chairs on how parliament is using
or scrutinising evidence on subjects that matter to them – from
lockdowns to mental health to fishing policies to AI. Local MPs and
committee chairs will respond, with the support of a panel of expert
analysts and information providers. This open discussion will provide
a valuable opportunity for MPs to gain an insight into the interests
and concerns of their constituents, and for constituents to gain
a greater understating of how evidence is used and scrutinised
in the policy making process.

BRIEFINGS

3 MINUTE BRIEFINGS
Tuesday 17 & Wednesday 18 November 2020, 12 – 4pm
On two afternoons top researchers will share their expertise with
parliamentarians in a live exhibition. Through the online platform,
MPs, peers and parliamentary staff will be able to hear 3-minute
video briefings and jump into meeting rooms with the researchers
themselves to instantly discuss emerging evidence and potential
strategies for tackling complex policy problems.

BRIEFINGS

Data from
underground

Mental health
and frontline staff

The UK is building
two underground
observatories. Their
unique approach with
accessible open data
makes it possible
to review options for
zero and low carbon
technologies.

Examine the research
evidence showing the
extent of psychological
support needed for
a health care system
that is resilient
enough to cope with
unprecedented
challenges, such
as Covid-19.

Housing retrofit:
a case study on net
zero interventions
To reach net zero
pollution in 2050,
much of our existing
infrastructure needs
to be retrofitted.
This briefing explores
how this can present
an opportunity to
take a new systems
approach through the
example of buildings.

Community
engagement, trust
building and tackling
misinformation
in a pandemic
What are effective
measures that reduce
misinformation,
increase public trust in
official advice and help
mitigate the impact of
restrictions?

BRIEFINGS

Physics in a pandemic

There has been
little coverage of the
contribution of physical
science to tackling the
pandemic. This briefing
explores how low public
awareness of physical
science in our daily lives
is limiting the number
of young people who
choose to study physics.

Physics talent lost
before A-levels/
Highers

Can AI help to prevent
domestic abuse?

The nature of domestic
Evidence shows that
abuse has changed
by the time students are during lockdown. This
choosing their A-levels / briefing looks at how
Highers they are already AI can be used to
discouraged. Look at
predict which victims
the case for intervention of domestic violence
at entry to A-levels /
are most at risk, and
Highers to address
how police resources
the diversity problem
can be used effectively.
in physics.

Scarce materials:
saving key elements
to a green future
Some raw materials
are crucial to tackling
climate change, but
they risk becoming
scarce. This briefing
sets out ways to recover,
reuse and recycle them.

BRIEFINGS

Boosting UK
productivity
Since 2008 the UK
has suffered stagnated
productivity growth.
How can giving
company boards
the power to prevent
a takeover incentivise
investment in UK R&D
and boost productivity?

Future proofing
Is healthy + sustainable Net zero for your
infrastructure decisions + carbon-neutral
constituency
to achieve net zero
food realistic?
Accessing the
Climate change and
Covid-19 has exposed
resource library to
COVID-19 are posing
the fragility of our
help businesses in your
challenges for all
food systems. This
constituency take action
infrastructure systems,
briefing will explore
against global warming.
from transport to
the integrated approach
water. Explore how
required across
MPs can accommodate production, consumption
this uncertainty when
and retail to secure UK
reviewing policy options food supply.
designed to reach net
zero emissions.
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Did disjointed systems
prevent effective
Covid-19 PPE entering
the market?

Estimating
the education
loss and inequality
from Covid-19

Explore the real life
execution of regulatory
policies, exemplified
by the case of PeRSo,
a reusable powered
air purifying respirator –
an alternative to
standard PPE that
has been developed
since March.

Bringing together
measurements of
the inequalities from
prolonged distance
learning and parental
occupation to estimate
which areas are
at highest risk of
increased disparity.

Nursing
interventions –
what works?
Four interventions
designed to support
nursing teams and
prevent poor care.
Explore their relative
impact for an evidencebased solution.

WEBINARS

US I N G S CI EN TI FI C E VI D EN CE FO R
EFFECTIVE POLICY MAKING AND SCRUTINY
As part of Evidence Week in UK Parliament POST (Parliamentary
Office of Science and Technology), ONS (Office for National Statistics)
and Ipsos MORI will be running 30 minute live webinars to MPs, peers,
and parliamentary staff about using scientific evidence for effective
policy and scrutiny.
Register at https://bit.ly/evidence-webinars

WEBINARS

WEBINAR ONE: POST
Tuesday 17 November, 1 – 1.30pm
U N D E R S TA N D I N G R E S E A R C H E V I D E N C E
This webinar will give you the tools to understand and interpret research
evidence. It will cover why this is valuable for scrutiny and what to
consider when using it. It will also highlight key resources from POST
to support your use of research evidence in policy making and scrutiny.
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WEBINAR TWO: ONS
Tuesday 17 November, 3.30 – 4pm
U S E O F D ATA S C I E N C E D U R I N G C O V I D -1 9
The Data Science Campus, as part of the ONS, will showcase how
it applies data science, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic,
to provide insights and support decision making across government
and the public sector. This webinar explores how conducting data
science projects and building skills across the ONS, other government
departments, the wider UK public sector and internationally, can be
used to effectively inform decision making.

WEBINAR THREE: IPSOS MORI

WEBINARS

Wednesday 18 November, 2 – 2.30pm
U S I N G B E H AV I O R A L S C I E N C E
TO MAKE POLICIES MORE EFFECTIVE
Factors like climate change, digitisation, and Covid-19 have changed
the landscape that the public are making decisions in. We all face greater
responsibility for our behaviour – with overwhelming access to constantly
changing information and increased uncertainty about how to use it.
In this webinar we will apply behavioural science principles to find how
we can use social science to encourage the behaviours that have both
positive policy and personal outcomes.

U S I N G S C I E N T I F I C E V I D E N C E , R E S E A R C H D ATA
AND RESOURCES TO SUPPORT YOUR MP
Friday 20 November, Parliamentary Staff Training Event, 1 –3.30pm
This event created in partnership with ONS, Ipsos MORI and POST will provide
you with a crash course to scientific evidence and research data. The session
will introduce you to the basics, and highlight where you can use these skills
and resources in your work – whether it is assisting your peer or MP in making
policy changes, drafting a speech or responding to casework. There will also
be an opportunity to put your questions to the experts.
Register at http://bit.ly/ew-staff
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